
On Thursday, September 14th we launched the two-day retreat for the Leadership Aurora Class of 2024, hosted at Beaver Run Resort in 
Breckenridge. The retreat focused on creating community amongst the 39 participants, learning more 
about leadership styles, and committing to making a difference in the Aurora community during the next 10 
months.

The retreat was a complete success with opportunities for learning, competition, laughter, 
reflection, planning, vulnerability, commitment, and relationship building.  For example, on the first 
evening, each participant was provided a bingo card, with a random fact about each class member.  
The challenge: be the first to match your classmates to the correct fact.  It was a tough game to 
win because everyone was so engrossed in learning about each other!  This class is full of unique, 
spectacular, powerful, and interesting individuals; thus, we are the 

 Class Ever!

Friday was an intense day for all of us - diving deep into personal leadership styles through the results of 
our Insights Discovery profiles.  Franco Marini, an adjunct professor at the University of Denver’s Daniels’ 
School of Business, facilitated the training with humor, real-life applicable examples, and lots of 
audience participation.  Throughout the day, class members saw the power of being intentional and 
making a “public” declaration of your intentions.  Franco introduced the group to Kouzes and Posner’s 
Leadership Practices and then sent us on our way to practice awareness and observation in the midst 
of competition and chaos.  Every participant also got the opportunity to collect tips, tricks, and hacks from 
every other classmate about a specific skill they wanted to improve.  For example, receiving feedback, delegating, conflict resolution, time 
management, etc.  To close out the session, Franco led a “commitment” ceremony in which every class member hooked our carabiner to 
the rope and committed to how we intended to show up for the class.  It was a simple, but powerful exercise.  An evening of fun, dancing, 
cocktails, and delicious food at Fatty’s Pizza brought this powerful day to a close.

On Saturday, the last day, the class heard from three alumni, Jason Altshuler (LA 2006), My Electric Home; Jennifer Evans (LA 2010), 
Advantage Security, Inc.; and Reneé Leon (LA 2016), Aurora AutoPros, who answered questions about the impact participating in the 
program had on their lives both personally and professionally.  Class members committed to serve on at least two committees during 
their tenure, and finally, the class elected a class president.  Congratulations to Courtney Klein.  Many great connections, reflections and 
inspirations occurred during those two days.  

There is much, much more to come from this class. 

-Wendy Reneé, Leadership Aurora Class 
of 2024

APRIL 2024Issue 3

As the “Best Class Ever” of the 2023-2024 
Leadership Aurora program reaches our 
midpoint, Healthcare Day offered profound 
insights into how important our medical 
systems are and how the City of Aurora 
contains some of our country’s most advanced 
medical procedures and technologies making 
Healthcare Day, a truly unforgettable and 
enriching experience.

It is without question that the evolving post-
pandemic world has brought mental health 
into the limelight, cutting across all industry 
sectors from professional sports to corporate 
boardrooms. Mental health has a universal 
impact, transcending gender, race, socio-
economic status, and social status. It is for this 
reason that for the first time ever, Leadership 
Aurora uniquely spotlighted mental health with 
a visit to Aurora Mental Health and Recovery. 
Katie Snell, COO, shared the organization’s 
evolution from a grassroots movement in 1975 
to its present-day extensive services, including 
mental illness and substance abuse treatments 
and adult behavioral health programs, all 

contributing significantly to Aurora’s 
community. A testimony to the 
importance and success of Aurora 
Mental Health and Recovery will 
be the expected construction and 
completion of their 40,000Sq/
ft Potomac Campus that will offer 
Crisis Services, Detox Services and 
Connect to Care Services. 
Our Healthcare Day continued 
at The Medical Center of Aurora 
(TMCA), a Level 2 Trauma Center. 
We are beyond lucky to have a 
Level 2 Trauma Center in our 
backyard as they can provide 24/7 
access to all essential medical 
specialties, staff and equipment 
needed to treat significant trauma.  
Welcomed by Scott Rausch, CEO of 
HealthONE, we delved into the details of TMCA’s 
operations, including visits to the ICU, Catheter 
Lab, Operating Room, and Interventional 
Radiology. However, what was most impressive 
about TMCA is their world-renowned reputation 
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for Stroke Treatment Centers. In fact, TMCA Endovascular team is one of the best in the 
country drawing attention and engagement from top Vascular Neurologists from around 
the world. While the Endovascular team here at TMCA have ample bragging rights for the 
amazing work they do, they humbly describe themselves as, “Brain Plumbers”.

The day culminated with an engaging visit to UCHealth University of Colorado Hospital, 
where Sr. Director of Trauma Services, Regina Kreil, and COO Pradipta Komanduri shared 
valuable insights into the dangers of distracted driving and an overview of the hospital’s 
operations. Rounding off an enlightening day, tours of the Falck Advanced Life Support 
Center, the Critical Care Transport and Mobile Simulation Unit, the Emergency Department, 
and the hospital’s Helipad were provided. If you were lucky enough to be on a tour with Kit, 
we found ourselves 11 stories above the ground, locked outside the hospital on the Helipad! 
Thankfully, Leadership Aurora member and Senior Director for Pre-Hospital Care at 
UCHealth, Mark Scherschel was our superhero who came to our rescue by opening those 
doors 11 stories up! Thank you, Mark and thank you Leadership Aurora for an absolutely 
incredible day highlighting our amazing medical services we have here right in the City of 
Aurora!

Ryan Seely,
Leadership Aurora Class of 2024
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The “Best Class Ever” of the 2023-2024 
Leadership Aurora program had one of its best 
days ever with the military session on March 21st. 
The day was action-packed, filled with interesting 
information and unique experiences.

The day started with several mission briefings 
starting with an overview of Buckley Space Force 
Base. In total, there are about 12,000 people 
who work on the base across every branch of the 
military and 117 base partners. Specifically the 
Space Base Delta 2 operations is charged with 
“delivering unrivaled global combat support” to 
partners and allies and “empowering uninterrupted 
missile warning, intelligence and cyber operations” 
across 10 worldwide operations locations.

The Space Force was established on December 
20, 2019 with the 460th Space Wing, which 
includes Space Base Delta 2 and Space Delta 
4, was activated on July 24, 2020. In June 2021, 
Buckley Air Force Base was officially renamed 
Buckley Space Force Base. The total economic 
impact of the base is approximately$1.3 billion, 
with the Space Force looking to grow in areas of 
cyber and intelligence, and maybe even forming 
their own Space National Guard, in the future. 

MILITARY DAY
Following the flightline tour, we heard from a panel of recently enlisted 
military members across the branches of service, including Space Force, Air 
Force, Army, Navy, Marines and Coast Guard. 

Following the panel, we attempted to tour the Radomes (golf balls), however 
due to a delay in the security check we were unable to complete the tour into 
this restricted area. We didn’t want to jeopardize the visit to the Army Aviation 
Facility where we were taken up in groups in Blackhawk helicopters for a 
tour of downtown Denver, Red Rocks and the closest flyover of grass in a 
helicopter many of us will ever experience! 

The day ended with a stop at the Colorado Freedom Memorial where its 
Executive Director, Rick Crandall shared history of the memorial and future 
plan to memorialize Colorado’s fallen soldiers.

A big thank you to Buckley Space Force Base for their hospitality and the 
group who helped make it all happen! It was definitely a day for the memory 
books!

MARCH

The Colorado Air National Guard (COANG), 
otherwise known as the “Mile High Militia”, 
includes 1650 citizen airmen, 35% of which are full 
time. The Delta 4 mission briefing touched on their 
work 365 24/7 to execute global missile warning 
defense systems and protect the homeland as well 
as the growing threats to the U.S. and our allies. 

The group was then taken on a flightline tour 
where we learned about the work and money that 
goes into maintaining the fleet of 23 F16s. The 
youngest plane on site was 30+ years old, and LA 
members were able to see for themselves just how 
little leg room there is when flying one of these!

Ashley Verville, 
Leadership Aurora Class of 2024

Below and left: Blackhawk ride!

Left: “Mile High” Stadium

Below: Social Hour at BJ’s

Above: Colorado Freedom Memorial 
Below: checking out the F16s



Letter from the VP

SUBMISSIONS

email: wendy@montessoridelmundo.org 
or susan@bluefishartdesign.com

See you on 
APRIL 18!

Click HERE
for UPCOMING 
Chamber Events

Comments or questions

Amanda Duraes 
Susan Harman
Polica Houston
Abraham Morales
Ashley Muramoto

Wendy Reneé
Ethan Ruterbories
Ryan Seely
Mitch Stillman
Ashley Verville

Thank you to the Newsletter Committee 
for their contributions 
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POLICE 
DAY

Too ofTen we underesTimaTe 

The power of a Touch, a smile, 

a kind word, a lisTening ear, 

an honesT complimenT, or The 

smallesT acT of caring, all of 

which have The poTenTial To 

Turn a life around.  

-leo Buscaglia

Happy April, BCE ‘24! 

I can’t believe we only have a few more months 
together as a class, time truly has flown by. It’s 
been remarkable to see the relationships we have 
built together and how we have strengthened the 
Aurora community with the work we are doing and 
the connections we are making. As I look back on 
the last several months, it’s been incredible to see 
the journey we have taken - from learning how to 
best support our local community to taking helicopter 
rides over the Denver Metro area, we have not 
only learned a lot but we have found ways in which 
to give back to our community and to continue to 
support and uplift one another. I know that this will 
only be the beginning of such a wonderful journey 
for many years to come. I couldn’t imagine knowing 
better people and leaders to call my friends and I 
know we’re only getting started. 

See you soon, 
Joseph

Saturday, April 6th 
12:30-4:30

884 South Buckley Road, Aurora, CO, 80017

FUNDRAISER

This Saturday


